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Dean Hara 

 Dean met U.S. Representative Gerry E. Studds, the first openly 
gay member of Congress, through mutual friends in the early 
1980s. They crossed paths in their Washington, DC 
neighborhood over the next 10 years, and began dating in 
January 1991. Less than nine months later Dean accepted 
when Gerry proposed a lifetime commitment and they 
exchanged rings. 

Over the next five years Dean and Gerry as a couple attended 
congressional, public and political events in Washington and 
around the country. Dean wore the congressional spousal pin 
and in 1995 was given a congressional photo identification card 
as   Gerry’s spouse.  

Gerry decided not to run for re-election in 1996, and retired from public service after 24 
years in Congress. He and Dean moved to Massachusetts with their new dog, Bonnie, 
and built a quiet life together with family and friends. They legally married in May 2004, 
one week after Massachusetts ended marriage discrimination.  

On October 3, 2006 Gerry took Bonnie out for her morning walk. He collapsed from a 
blood clot in his lung and was rushed to the hospital. His health improved at first, but 10 
days later his condition suddenly got worse, and he died in the early morning hours of 
October 14, 2006. 

“Gerry and I spent 16 wonderful years together and I miss him,” says Dean. “I remember 
when he spoke on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives during the debate 
about DOMA as I watched from the visitor’s gallery in July 1996. Back then, we didn’t 
know that we would ever be able to legally marry. Now that Gerry is gone, I’m always 
reminded that DOMA denies fair and equal treatment.”  

Dean works as a financial advisor and continues to live in Boston. Since Gerry’s death 
Dean has sought to be treated the same as other surviving spouses of retired federal 
employees.  

“Gerry was a public servant for 27 years, worked hard for our country, and paid as much 
into the system as anyone else,” he says. “But after he died, I was treated differently 
than other surviving spouses. Every federal employee counts on their surviving spouses 
having basic protections, but the federal government denies me those protections 
because of DOMA.”  
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