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Despite Vatican teachings that allowing homosexuals to adopt children is "gravely immoral," the social services agency 
of the Archdiocese of Boston has allowed 13 foster children to be adopted by same-sex couples in the past two 
decades, saying state regulations prohibit the agency from discriminating based on sexual orientation. 

"If we could design the system ourselves, we would not participate in adoptions to gay couples, but we can't," said the 
Rev. J. Bryan Hehir, president of Catholic Charities in Boston. "We have to balance various goods." 

The 13 adoptions a tiny fraction of the 720 placed by Catholic Charities in that period took place as part of a contract 
with the state Department of Social Services. The children placed with the gay couples are among those most difficult to 
place, either because they have physical or emotional problems or they are older. 

Hehir described Catholic Charities's decision to permit these adoptions as a legal accommodation in the name of a 
greater social good. He said if they did not comply with the state's nondiscrimination clause, they would not be able to 
do the state work that enables them to place hundreds of foster children in stable homes. 

However, Hehir's view is not shared by everyone at Catholic Charities in Boston. Peter Meade, who is chairman of the 
board, said he believes that the agency should welcome same-sex couples to adopt, and not just because of a 
contractual requirement with DSS. "What we do is facilitate adoptions to loving couples," he said. "I see no evidence 
that any child is being harmed." 

Catholic Charities's placement of children with gays and lesbians began in 1987, when the agency signed its state 
adoption contract, said Debbie Rambo, vice president of programs for Catholic Charities. She said the 13 adoptions 
were "scattered" throughout the last 18 years, with the last one occurring this year. She said the 13 children placed with 
same-sex couples fared as well as those adopted by heterosexual couples. 

Gays and lesbians who wish to adopt foster children can either approach DSS or work through one of the private 
agencies, such as Catholic Charities, that help the state with such placements. These agencies attempt to match 
prospective parents, who have gone through state-required training to prepare for adoption, with one of the hundreds of 
foster children ready for adoption through DSS. 

Not all dioceses in Massachusetts work with gay couples. At Catholic Charities of Worcester, same-sex couples are 
referred to other adoption agencies, said executive director Catherine Loeffler. 

DSS spokeswoman Denise Monteiro said yesterday she has never heard of any adoption agency, including Catholic 
Charities of Worcester Diocese, being permitted to circumvent the state's nondiscrimination policy. Monteiro said DSS 
would investigate. 

Catholic Charities organizations throughout the country run independently and are free to set their adoption rules based 
on the state laws that govern them, as well as the priorities of the archdiocese officials in their community. 

Catholic Charities in Dallas, for instance, refers same-sex individuals seeking to adopt to other agencies, and there is 
no state policy that prohibits them from doing that, said its executive director, Sister Mary Ann Owens. But in San 
Francisco, Catholic Charities has placed a few children with same-sex couples because that proved to be the best 
match, said Brian Cahill, its executive director. Although California has an anti-discrimination law similar to 
Massachusetts, Cahill said that wasn't what influenced his agency to make the placements in gay households. "It was in 
the best interests of the child, and that's the Christian Catholic operating principle to live by," he said. 

He said that of the 104 children who were placed by his agency between 1999 and 2003, three were to gays or 
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lesbians. He said he did not have more current statistics available. 

Officials at several Catholic Charities offices across the country said the primary reason they have so few same-sex 
adoptions is because many gays and lesbians do not approach them, given the church's condemnation of 
homosexuality. 

In recent years, adoption agencies with Jewish or Luthern affiliations have accepted applications from gays and 
lesbians at a far higher rate than Catholic or Methodist groups, said Adam Pertman, executive director of the Evan B. 
Donaldson Adoption Institute, a research and advocacy group, which conducted a national study of same-sex adoptions 
in 2003. 

Pertman said it makes sense that some Catholic agencies would be willing to compromise when it comes to placing 
foster children with special needs: both groups face a competitive disadvantage in the world of adoption same-sex 
couples may be passed over in favor of heterosexual ones, and older children who come with physical or emotional 
problems are often passed over in favor of healthy babies by prospective adoptive families. 

Nonetheless, these matches are still in violation of the Catholic doctrines, said C. J. Doyle, executive director of the 
Catholic Action League of Massachusetts, a conservative Catholic organization that lobbies on political and social 
issues. The Vatican, on its website, says that allowing homosexual couples to adopt children does "violence" to them. 

Doyle said Catholic Charities in Boston ought to have the benefit of a "conscience clause," exempting them from having 
to place foster children with any gay families. 

"No religious organization ought to be forced to compromise its principle as a condition of its social services," he said. 

Hehir said that to his knowledge, his agency has never sought an exemption from the nondiscrimination language. 

Rambo said Catholic Charities also has a separate DSS contract to conduct followup studies of all adoptions involving 
foster children in Eastern Massachusetts to observe the adjustments of children who are placed in same-sex families by 
other agencies as well. 

Hehir emphasized that his agency's policy is to focus on the best interests of the children, who are often desperate for a 
stable home after much disruption in their lives. He said Catholic Charities had to choose between its mission of helping 
the maximum number of foster children possible and conforming to the Vatican's position on homosexuality. 

"We were faced with an either-or situation," he said. 

Patricia Wen can be reached at wen@globe.com. 
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[J. Bryan Hehir]'s view is not shared by everyone at Catholic Charities in Boston. Peter Meade, who is chairman of the 
board, said he believes that the agency should welcome same-sex couples to adopt, and not just because of a 
contractual requirement with DSS. "What we do is facilitate adoptions to loving couples," he said. "I see no evidence 
that any child is being harmed." 

Catholic Charities's placement of children with gays and lesbians began in 1987, when the agency signed its state 
adoption contract, said Debbie Rambo, vice president of programs for Catholic Charities. She said the 13 adoptions 
were "scattered" throughout the last 18 years, with the last one occurring this year. She said the 13 children placed with 
same-sex couples fared as well as those adopted by heterosexual couples. 

Gays and lesbians who wish to adopt foster children can either approach DSS or work through one of the private 
agencies, such as Catholic Charities, that help the state with such placements. These agencies attempt to match 
prospective parents, who have gone through state-required training to prepare for adoption, with one of the hundreds of 
foster children ready for adoption through DSS. 
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It is bewildering enough that four Catholic bishops in Massachusetts should be so out of touch with their own flocks as 
to create a controversy where none has existed for two decades. But it is truly horrifying that they have now found an 
enabler in the Corner Office.  

The church is seeking relief from the state's anti-discrimination law so that Catholic social services agencies may opt 
NOTto place children with same-sex couples. To do so, the bishops note, violates church teaching. 

It's worth noting that of 720 placements over the past 20 years, Catholic Charities of Boston has placed only 13 children 
- all hard-to-place foster kids who were older or had special needs - with same-sex parents. 

In other words, the agency recognizes that a gay couple is not the perfect match in the eyes of the Vatican, so it is done 
in the rarest of circumstances. 

But the bishops apparently never bothered to consult Catholic Charities on this one. All 42 board members are in favor 
of allowing same-sex adoptions - at the very least, because they are REALISTS. They know that to operate as a quasi-
state agency - which they do - they must play by the state's rules. Seven board members, including some of Boston's 
biggest movers and shakers, have resigned in protest. 

Gov. Mitt Romney, moving ever rightward, must have been disappointed to learn that he couldn't simply issue an ex-
ecutive order exempting the agency from the anti-discrimination law. Yesterday following a meeting with Archbishop 
Sean O'Malley, he issued a statement saying, ``Ultimately legislaton may need to be filed to provide an exemption 
based on religious principles.'' 

The Legislature appears mercifully reluctant to join the party. But that means Catholic Charities might very well lose its 
state license to place needy children in loving, welcoming homes. 

And THAT would truly be a sin. 
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The heart of the matter is this: At Catholic Charities we seek to place some of the neediest children in society in loving 
adoptive homes, and I cannot be part of compromising that mission in the name of discrimination.  

All couples seeking to adopt through Catholic Charities - regardless of sexual orientation - go through a lengthy and 
rigorous screening process. There has not been a single instance that I am aware of involving any harm to any child we 
have placed with gay or lesbian couples. And yet, the bishops' discrimination policy will render this vigorous process 
meaningless, and instead judge parental fitness solely on the basis of sexual preference. 

Consider the message this sends to the 13 gay couples who have already adopted children through Catholic Charities. 
Does this new policy suddenly render the love and care they have given their children worthless? Of course not. Rather, 
it exposes the arbitrary nature of the policy, and illustrates the very point that without gay adoption, those children who 
are now in loving homes might otherwise still be waiting. 

The damaging fixation with this issue by some within the church not only serves as a distraction from Catholic Chari-
ties' real goals but also threatens its broader mission. I have already heard from current contributors that they will not 
continue to contribute if the organization pursues this policy of discrimination. This policy could cost the organization 
significant contributions, upon which it relies to provide the many other services people in our communities desperately 
need. 

Though there are many practical reasons why this policy is harmful, I am resigning because I believe this policy is mor-
ally wrong. I believe what I have been taught in my Catholic upbringing - that God loves us all; that Jesus taught us to 
love one another. I believe an active policy of discrimination violates this idea and that if we are to truly love one an-
other we must do so in a non-discriminatory way, and that our greatest act of love for these children is to place them in 
loving homes regardless of the sexual preference of the parents. 

This was excerpted from Meade's letter of resignation from Catholic Charities. 
 
LOAD-DATE: March 2, 2006 
 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
 
PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newspaper 
 
 

Copyright 2006 Boston Herald Inc. 
 



CATHOLIC CHARITIES STUNS STATE, ENDS ADOPTIONS 
[THIRD Edition] 
Boston Globe - Boston, Mass. 

Document Text 

DECISION ON ADOPTION 

In a stunning turn of events, Archbishop Sean P. O'Malley and leaders of Catholic Charities of Boston announced 
yesterday that the agency will end its adoption work, deciding to abandon its founding mission, rather than comply with 
state law requiring that gays be allowed to adopt children. 

The Rev. J. Bryan Hehir, president of Catholic Charities of Boston, and Jeffrey Kaneb, chairman of the board, said that 
after much reflection and analysis, they could not reconcile church teaching that placement of children in gay homes is 
"immoral" with Massachusetts law prohibiting discrimination against gays. 

"This is a difficult and sad day for Catholic Charities," Hehir said. "We have been doing adoptions for more than 100 
years." 

Catholic Charities of Boston began in 1903 as an adoption agency primarily serving Catholic children left by parents 
who died or abandoned them. 

Officials in government, social services, and gay-rights groups expressed disappointment about the decision. Catholic 
Charities is widely respected among adoption providers and has handled more adoptions of foster children than any 
other private agency in the state. 

Harry Spence, the state's commis sioner of social services, said he was "deeply saddened" to hear of Catholic 
Charities' withdrawal. 

Lee Swislow, executive director of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, said the outcome was "very unfortunate." 

Almost immediately after the announcement, Governor Mitt Romney, who was in Tennessee speaking to a Republican 
group, issued a statement saying he would file legislation to exempt religious organizations that provide adoption 
services from the state's antidiscrimination laws. 

"I ask the Legislature to work with me on a bill that I will file to ensure that religious institutions are able to participate in 
the important work of adoption in a way that always respects and never forces them to compromise their firmly held 
beliefs," Romney said. 

Lawmakers have said that Romney's bill has little chance of passage, and some Democrats derided it as a presidential 
election ploy by the governor. 

State officials and other adoption agencies were still absorbing the news yesterday, but said they would work to fill the 
gap left by Catholic Charities. The agency was especially adept at finding homes for so-called "special needs" 
adoptions, which include children who are older or who have significant physical or emotional disabilities. 

Catholic Charities will shut down its adoption operation June 30, Hehir said. Adoptions underway will be completed, he 
said. 

Hehir said he hoped the decision will end the tumult surrounding the gay adoption issue. The controversy began in 
October when the Globe reported that Catholic Charities had been quietly processing a small number of gay adoptions, 
despite Vatican statements condemning the practice. Over the last decades, the Globe reported, approximately 13 
children had been placed by Catholic Charities in gay households, a fraction of the 720 children placed by the agency 
during that period. 
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Agency officials said they had been permitting gay adoptions to comply with the state's anti discrimination laws. But 
after the story was published, the state's four bishops announced they would appoint a panel to examine whether the 
practice should continue. In December, the Catholic Charities board, which is dominated by lay people, voted 
unanimously to continue gay adoptions. 

But, on Feb. 28, the four bishops announced a plan to seek an exemption from the antidiscrimination laws. Eight of the 
42 board members quit in protest, saying the agency should welcome gays as adoptive parents. 

That day, Hehir and O'Malley met with Romney in his State House office to make their case for an exemption, but 
Romney said he lacked the authority to do so. Hehir and O'Malley left the State House feeling that nothing could be 
done soon for their cause. The bishops had considered launching a court challenge, but Hehir said he and O'Malley 
realized it would cost "too much time and energy" without any certainty of victory. 

"It became clear our options were narrow," Hehir said. 

In recent weeks, Hehir said, he had become increasingly concerned that the struggle over gay adoption would detract 
from other important work done by Catholic Charities. Since its founding, the agency had branched out significantly, 
helping 200,000 people in about 130 programs, including food pantries, day-care services, immigration legal clinics, and 
substance abuse programs. Only $1.3 million, or less than 4 percent of total revenues, is dedicated to adoption work 
now, Hehir said. 

Some board members said another concern was the potential impact on financing. The United Way of Massachusetts 
Bay, which provided $1.2 million to Catholic Charities last year and is the largest private funder of the agency, planned 
to review its funding if the agency discriminated against gays and lesbians in its adoption work. 

By late last week, Hehir said, it became clear that the simplest approach would be to withdraw from adoption services 
altogether. He convened a meeting with the board yesterday morning, in which members voted unanimously to pull out. 
After that, Hehir said he visited two of the agency's offices in Boston and Lawrence to tell adoption staff that its services 
would be over by the end of the fiscal year. Currently, the agency has 15 full-time adoption workers who will need to 
find new jobs. 

He said workers were tearful, but understood the anguishing decision that Hehir faced. 

Board members of Catholic Charities said they were also deeply saddened by the news. Some members, however, 
expressed some relief that they no longer had to wrestle with the painful clash between gay rights and religious 
freedom. James Brett, a board member, said the withdrawal was approved "with a heavy heart," but it is preferable to a 
protracted battle over an exemption. 

"This is a better resolution," he said. "It's more straightforward." 

Despite the board's sentiment, the decision upset some Catholics yesterday. Some were angry at Catholic Charities for 
giving up the fight for an exemption on religious grounds. The bishops have said that a 2003 Vatican document says 
children are best raised by a mother and father and described gay adoptions as "gravely immoral." 

"It's a defeat for religious freedom," said C.J. Doyle, executive director of the Catholic Action League, a conservative 
Catholic advocacy group. "Not only does the church and society suffer, but the church is allowing itself to be 
marginalized." 

Meanwhile, Andrew Davidson, 35, who was adopted as a baby through Catholic Charities of Boston, said he felt 
betrayed that leaders of the agency would so quickly abandon their longstanding mission rather than accommodate a 
small number of gay adoptions. 

"My first reaction is shame on them and disappointment," he said. 

Davidson, a development officer at Harvard University and father of two, said it had been "a source of pride" to say he 
had been adopted as an infant through Catholic Charities of Boston. His birth mother had wanted to place him with an 
agency that would care about Catholic upbringing. He said the church has long told desperate pregnant women that the 
wrong choice is abortion, and the right decision is adoption. "And now they're getting out of the adoption business?" he 
said. 

The decision by Catholic Charities of Boston does not affect the other dioceses in the state, agency officials said. The 
dioceses in Worcester and Fall River, which do a small number of adoptions, are reviewing the future of their adoption 
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programs. The diocese of Springfield does not handle adoptions. 

The reverberations over the issue are beginning to be felt outside Massachusetts. On Thursday, archdiocesan officials 
in San Francisco said they will be reviewing their practice of allowing a small number of gay adoptions. They were told 
this week by their former archbishop, who is now a top Vatican official overseeing church doctrine, that such practices 
are banned under church doctrine. 

Patricia Wen can be reached at wen@globe.com. 
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[J. Bryan Hehir] said he hoped the decision will end the tumult surrounding the gay adoption issue. The controversy 
began in October when the Globe reported that Catholic Charities had been quietly processing a small number of gay 
adoptions, despite Vatican statements condemning the practice. Over the last decades, the Globe reported, 
approximately 13 children had been placed by Catholic Charities in gay households, a fraction of the 720 children 
placed by the agency during that period. 

That day, Hehir and [Sean P. O'Malley] met with [Mitt Romney] in his State House office to make their case for an 
exemption, but Romney said he lacked the authority to do so. Hehir and O'Malley left the State House feeling that 
nothing could be done soon for their cause. The bishops had considered launching a court challenge, but Hehir said he 
and O'Malley realized it would cost "too much time and energy" without any certainty of victory. 

In recent weeks, Hehir said, he had become increasingly concerned that the struggle over gay adoption would detract 
from other important work done by Catholic Charities. Since its founding, the agency had branched out significantly, 
helping 200,000 people in about 130 programs, including food pantries, day-care services, immigration legal clinics, and 
substance abuse programs. Only $1.3 million, or less than 4 percent of total revenues, is dedicated to adoption work 
now, Hehir said. 
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