
Massachusetts, Marriage Equality, and Schools 
A Fact Sheet for Marriage Equality Supporters 

 
Background: Marriage equality opponents have spread misinformation about the relationship 
between marriage equality in Massachusetts and the state’s school curriculum.  They use the 
story of David and Tonia Parker of Lexington to illustrate their false assertion that as a result of 
marriage equality, schools have been required to “teach homosexuality” and “teach gay 
marriage.”  This fact sheet gives marriage equality supporters some facts. 

Has Massachusetts school curriculum changed as a result of same-sex couples being able 
to marry in the state?  The curriculum guidelines currently in use were developed in 1999. Both 
before and after Goodridge (which went into effect in 2004), schools that have chosen to teach 
about families have been free to choose materials that are age-appropriate and inclusive.  Some 
schools have chosen to include and acknowledge the existence of families headed by gay 
couples, through books such as Who’s in a Family? and Molly’s Family.  The important fact is that 
these books were present in Massachusetts schools both before and after Goodridge. 

What are the books at issue?  The books that two sets of parents have challenged in court are 
Who’s in a Family?, King and King, and Molly’s Family.  The Library of Congress categorized 
Who’s in a Family?, a picture book depicting two dozen types of families, as appropriate for ages 
3 – 6.  The School Library Journal categorized Molly’s Family, a picture book about kinder-
gartners drawing pictures of their families for display at Open School Night, as appropriate for 
ages 4 - 8. Publishers Weekly categorized King and King, a fairy tale in which a prince seeks a 
bride but falls in love with another prince, as appropriate for ages 6 and up. 

What happened?  On April 27, 2005, David Parker met with school officials at the Joseph 
Estabrook Elementary School, after his son, a kindergartner, came home with a “diversity book 
bag” which included Who’s in a Family?. Mr. Parker wanted notification whenever classroom 
materials were used that depicted families headed by same-gender parents, as well as to be able 
to remove his son from class if an adult participated in any discussion of such families. When the 
meeting ended, Mr. Parker refused to leave the school unless his demands were met. School 
officials and police tried for hours to convince him to leave. When the building had to be secured 
for the night, Mr. Parker said, "If I'm not under arrest then I'm not leaving". Rather than leaving, 
Mr. Parker chose to be arrested for trespassing. 

What was Lexington really teaching in the schools and why? As is true in schools throughout 
America, there are students in the Lexington school system with gay and lesbian parents.  Well 
before the Goodridge decision, school officials there decided it was important to teach students to 
be respectful of the families of their classmates—to teach them to be good citizens.  The schools 
were teaching the students how to behave towards their classmates, not what to believe. 

Did a federal judge rule that school had a duty to “teach homosexuality” or “teach same 
sex marriage”? The court did not rule that any particular concepts or books must be part of the 
curriculum; rather, the court deferred to schools’ traditional role in determining what materials are 
appropriate for children. This ruling did make clear that neither the Parkers nor other parents 
could dictate what was taught in the public schools.  

RESOURCES:  See page 2, over 



 

RESOURCES 

 

Legal Documents 

U.S. District Court dismissal: 
http://www.glad.org/uploads/docs/cases/wolf_dismissal_order_feb07.pdf 

U.S. Court of Appeals decision 
http://www.glad.org/uploads/docs/cases/LexingtonDecisionFirstCircuit.pdf 

Massachusetts curriculum guidelines 

http://www.doe.mass/edu/frameworks/health/1999/1099.pdf 

The books:   

Who’s in a Family? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who's_in_a_Family%3F 

Molly’s Family: http://us.macmillan.com/mollysfamily 

King & King:  http://www.quakerbooks.org/king_and_king.php 

Lexington Cares  Website of Lexington parents supportive inclusive education 

www.lexingtoncares.org 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Contact Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders at 
gladlaw@glad.org, or 617-447-6500 
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